
Is COVID Manageable Now? 
Almost everyone I know has had COVID, or at least thinks
they may have it, and did not know it at the time and thus
did not get tested. With our new hybrid working
environment, we are all learning to make it work. Our
families have to be taken care of, the work has to get done,
and you all are figuring out ways to make it work. I thank
you. 
Speaking of the hybrid working environment, 
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America than in any other country I know. Yes, there is
a dash of uncertainty still until this supply chain issue
and dependence on foreign goods and services (esp.
oil) are all worked out. With the mid-term elections
coming up, we will no doubt have some shifting of
leadership for our nation. I am confident the newest
members of Congress will be “all in” to help move our
country forward. 
Space and Qualis Corporation 
There is a lot going on in space! Captain obvious here,
I know, but did you know how involved Qualis is with
our nation’s space programs? So please take the time
to read just some of what we are doing in this edition
of your Quill. More to come in future editions.   
Sports Analogies in Business 
Let’s have a “kick-off” meeting. his team is “knocking it
out of the park.” That was a “slam dunk .”Doesn’t it 

continue to do great things for Qualis and our customers,
even when no one is looking. 
Optimism Continues – But with a Dash of
Uncertainty
I remain optimistic about not only where Qualis is going
with our customer base and the backlog of meaningful
work for our country but also for our economy as a whole.
Yes, retirement plans have taken a hit, interest rates have
risen, and we all feel the inflation pinch at the gas pump
and grocery stores. But with that said, we have it better in 

you may only see your co-workers 2 or 3 days
per week now in person, depending on how
your work schedules permit. It reminds me of
the iceberg photo, where you typically only
see 20% of what is going on. The employees
are working hard from home and still getting
the work done. You may not see the daily
churn that is going on. Sometimes 10 or 12-
hour days. So, thank you, Qualis team, as you  

make you wonder what people said
before we had football, baseball, or
basketball? Now that football season is
upon us, these analogies came to
mind. College Football is king in the
south. Pro football is king in other
parts of the world. For many of us, the
start of football season is a sign that it
is time for fall fun, cooler weather, the  

changing colors of our landscapes, and fun with family
and friends. For our business development team, it is
a time to gear up for proposal season. Thank you
again, Qualis Family, for all you do in support of our
country, customers, and communities. 



Qualis Corporation Company Sensitive

The Quill, August 2022 Page 2

Artemis 1: Giant Step 
into Deep Space 

Exploration

By: James Bruce
Director of NASA Programs

As Qualis continues to excel in supporting our
NASA customer at Marshall Space Flight Center
(MSFC) on the Jacobs Engineering Services and
Science Capability Augmentation (ESSCA)
contract, the future is bright in the space
business. NASA, with our support, has been
gearing up for a major milestone of the planned
launch of the Space Launch System (SLS). From
our support in program planning, requirements
development, verification, and software
development (design, integration, and test), to
the manufacturing, operations, and support of
processing and launch simulations, Qualis has
been there for all the DDT&E efforts through
console support for the day of launch. This
launch is a culmination of lots of hard work, and
our team has been vital in pressing towards this
major milestone.
In June, the SLS and ground systems
successfully completed a Wet Dress Rehearsal
(WDR) test at Kennedy Space Center (KSC). With
the completion of the testing, the rocket was
returned to the Vehicle Assembly Building for
final preparations prior to launch. As members
of our team analyze test data, process updates
to launch commit criteria, and continue to
process the rocket, Qualis has continued to
provide exceptional services to the customer
receiving many customer awards and
admiration from customers on various
activities.
With the launch of the SLS, a new dawn in space
travel is upon us. The largest rocket NASA has
ever launched will travel around the moon in
preparation for future manned missions to the
lunar surface, followed by travel to Mars.
Members of the Qualis team will continue to
lead in areas of Modal testing, Software
Integration testing, Hydrogen testing, vehicle
and component design, verification and
validation, Operations and Logistics planning,
and in-space system design for life support,
among various other activities. Many will
transition into similar roles to support future
development efforts, including the next
iteration of the SLS vehicle. Our team has been
an integral part of the Engineering Services and
Science Contract and will continue to support
the future of space travel.   The future of MSFC
is bright, with an upcoming shift in the focus of
support to the Exploration Upper Stage for SLS, 

Lunar Gateway, inflatable habitats for deep space
applications, Mars Ascent Vehicle, and continued
support of the International Space Station. As the
launch of SLS is imminent, the focus will be on
designing and testing additional capabilities to
enable deep space travel.
One example of the support Qualis provides to our
NASA customer to assist in design efforts is through
the Virtual Environments Laboratory (VEL). Specific
contributions from John Loomis have included the
development of new physical hardware to interface
with the motion capture and virtual systems, as
well as writing code to make the virtual system
easier and more accurate. These efforts have made
the VEL a uniquely useful tool for human factors
analysis and design influence, with the capability to
give the design engineers a hands-on experience
with their designs while they are still in the drawing
stage. In addition, the VEL is utilized in some deep
space capability designs, such as habitats.
Not only do our team members support their
customers, but they also support the community.
For example, Qualis has provided staffing at local
events for public outreach on the current SLS
program, including booths at the Huntsville Comic
and Pop Culture Expo and the Korn Ferry Tour PGA
Event at the Ledges.  (Continues on Page 3)
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Several team members have received comments
from our ESSCA Contract and NASA Customer
leadership. The following are a few examples of our
team going above and beyond:

Max Mccall had regularly taken time to participate
in STEM outreach events and share his experiences
and work at NASA. Recently Max shared his work
with additive manufacturing with a group at JF
Drake State Technical College. He worked to locate
and connect a sponsor to fund a Space and Rocket
Center tour for 30 kids from the Competitive Edge
Learning Center summer program. Previously, Max
has spoken with high school students to inspire the
next generation of engineers.

Gena Dalton has provided STEM outreach several
times over her career. Recently Gena hosted
students from JF Drake State Technical College
summer program. With short notice, Gena went out
of her way to show how JSEG/Qualis support NASA
and their mission using tours and scientific
examples. The students were left with an indelible
impression of possibilities for their contributions to
STEAM advancements in the future. These words
were provided via an Extra Miler Award presented
to Gena.

The Qualis team will continue to be a vital support
to the future of space exploration with a vast
number of contributions across MSFC. As a result,
many of our team have received several customer
accolades year after year. The excellence in support
to the customer and community has been and will
be vital to the continued success of our contract
team.
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The 25th annual Space and Missile Defense (SMD)
Symposium was held in Huntsville, August 9-11.  With
230 exhibitors and 5,799 attendees it was a successful
2022 Symposium. Qualis was proud to serve as a Dinner
Sponsor and enjoyed seeing familiar faces and meeting
new people. We are already looking forward to next year! 

The theme for this year’s symposium was “Air, Space, and
Missile Defense: Ready Today – Modernizing for
Tomorrow,” so there was ample discussion of
modernization of intelligence, weapons, systems,
strategies and approaches across the three days. The
first ballistic missile defense system was deployed some
20 years ago, and so modernization of a system that can
defend the homeland is key going forward.  Fun fact, our
own Dave Morton was heavily involved in the
development and deployment of that system. 

According to SMD, “the U.S. space and missile defense
community’s challenge is simple: stay ahead of the threat
from nations such as China, North Korea and Russia.
Across the Department of Defense, leaders are adapting
existing systems to better counter the current threat,
moving forward on major programs that improve nearly
every element of the kill chain, and investing in next-
generation technologies, such as early warning sensor
architecture, integrated command control, active and
passive defenses, hypersonics and counter technologies.
The goal is to be prepared for both current and
emerging threats, ranging from ballistic missile tests by
North Korea to threats to satellites from China and
Russia.”  

2022 SMD Symposium!

NOTE: Featured Jobs, Referrals, and PRIDE 
Awards, are located on the 

Qualis Employee Portal!
https://www.qualis-corp.com/employee- 

portal/login/ 
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Qualis New Corporate Contacts

Alejandro (Alex) Moreno
UHPO Army Aviation Systems Lead

Jennifer (Jenn) Perkins
Director of Contracts

Almondrea Kirby
Human Resource Administrator / Junior Recruiter 

With the retirement of Wes Wallin, Alex Moreno was named the UHPO Army Aviation
Systems Lead, effective August 1st, 2022. Alex joined Qualis in January 2020 as a part of our
BTI acquisition.  He has been serving as the Readiness and Fleet Management Lead on the
UHPO contract. He has over 14 years of Aviation experience, and is a retired Army Sargent
First Class with over 13 years of Military Experience. 

Almondrea Kirby joined the Human Resources Department as a HR Administrator/Junior
Recruiter on August 1, 2022. Almondrea graduated Summa Cum Laude from Alabama A&M
University in May 2022. Her major was Business Administration with a minor in Human
Resources Management. Prior to joining Qualis, she worked as a HR Intern for Summit 7
Systems. Some of her collegiate accomplishments include being a member of the National
Society of Leadership and Success, being a 2x Presidential list recipient, and being a 4x
honor roll recipient. Please join us in welcoming Almondrea to the Qualis Family!

Jenn Perkins joined Qualis on June 21st as the new Director of Contracts. Jenn has over 20
years experience in Contracts. Prior to joining Qualis she was the Director of Contracts and
Procurements at Troy 7, Inc. in Huntsville, AL.  She is a member of the National Contracts
Management Association, currently serving on the board as the VP of Education &
Treasurer. Please join us in welcoming Jenn to the Qualis Family! 

Qualis 
New Hires

May - Aug 2022

Cynthia White Khel Sherwood Jeff Jones Heather Morris

Jose Lopez Gutierrez Wayne O'Connor Matt Kangas Richard Lauritzen

Daniel LaJeunesse David Huckabee Fred McCarter Megan Armstrong

Bryanna Means Devon Gardner Cory Ray Luis Rosario

Martin Boganowski Jenn Perkins Dave Morton Schuyler Rich

Anthony Hudnall  Keaten Perkins Marshal Spinner Brian Heckel

Michael Phillips Karen Zodda Colton Moat  

Zach Kendall Laine Zimmerman Almondrea Kirby  


